
SHEDDEN PUBLIC LI BRARY 

Compiled by Mr s . A. Mcintyre 

Shedden rv!echanic ' s Institute opened November 13 , 1890 . 
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A mee ting of citizens of Shedden and vicinity was 
held in the hall to establish a Mechanic ' s Institute . 
Sydney 3ilcox , who later became principa l of Stratfort 
Normal School, was called to the chair . He remarked on 
the demand of the times , that such an Institute be given 
cons i deration . Extrac t s from the act respecting such 
were read showing steps for incorporation and a i d granted 
by the government. Short addresses were given and all 
agreed it would be a val uable means of education if the 
financial help were for thcoming . 

A committee , G. E. Norman , W. H. Morrison and Sydney 
Silcox were appointed to make an estimate of expense. 

Fi r st r ooms engaged were rented from Vim . Orchard and 
checker pl aying ~as to b e allowed in t he rooms . 

The S t . Thomas Daily Times and Weekly Journal were 
orde r ed a nd l a ter, Dutton Enterpri se , Uontreal ~itness , 
Detroit Co.r..merci al Ad vertiser, London Free Pres s , Tor onto 
Globe , Toronto New ,Youth ' s Companion and Harper ' s ~fat;azines 
were all subscri bed to and r eaders coLld avail themselves of 
these in the Institute , which was kept open . John Neville 
was appointed caretaker . 

. Andrew Allison and Mr . Wheeler of Frome were appoint­
ed new directors ; also Dr . F . Guest . 

As the yeRrs rolled alon6 , different ceans of rais i n6 
money were tri ed a s : guessin~ the number of beans i n a 
jar , and the one neares t was presented with a r a zor . Also 
a pwnpki n contest which netted $ 3 . 50. ' New names were 
added , John Or chard, Ed Horton and W. Feethaw. Money was 
borrowed a t different t i mes . 

In 1900 , J . H. Brown was elected pr esident , George 
Norman and W. H. l.:orris on stil l acting a s secretary . l:'"r. • 
Brown was principal of the school for a number of years , 
and l a ter became manacler of t fie Sterling Banx when it was 
opened in the villa e:;e . ~!.any of the citizens owe much of 
their education to l1·::r. Brown for he was an excellent 
t eacher especially in hi s tory and literature. 

Some of the pr es i dents in later years were W. W. 
Farrah , C. D. Silcox and ~ . Hart , In 1912 , G. E. Norman 
res i gned as Sec . Lib., and Yi ss Annie Bro•·n was appointed 
the books to be kept a t her house . 
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l. D. Pa f mer • If 'If~ 19 52.~ was prof r,-e for ( 

ot a 3enera/ sfore here and posfrne~sfer 
tor many year-s . 

I~ l(./orld War I he served 
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Later Halter IHlle r also B. R. Brad were presidents and 
son:en ' s names were added as directors ·in 1920 . Yrs. C. D. 
Silcox and ~rs. A. E . Orchard . 

Later the library was moved to its pres ent si te and 1922 
IV:rs. l..:ary St afford, with v;esley Ross as President, was sec . lib. 
and t:r . l.~orrison continued as Treasurer from 1890 till 1938 
when he res i g ned and t.:rs . A. E . Orchard was appointed . Mrs . 
St afford held office till 1933 when she resi~ned and the 
present libra ri an ~iss Elsie Hamilton took her place . 

The libra ry is now on a good financial basis , receiving 
gra nts from the provinci a l treasury , the El gin County Council, 
Southwold Tovrr.ship Council , dhedden Police Village , and for 
many years the 3hedden ~{omen ' s Institute has made a generous 
g r ant . '.le are a ffiliated wi t'h the s chool board and by the 
board paying a small an:ount each year , every school chi ld 
may ~vuil themselves of the juveni le reading material . 

P . 3 . Croft, who was manaber of the Bank of Co~erce 
for s evera l yea r s took an interest in the library , re­
arranging and spending much ti~e on trying to bring the 
library up to date . The readine; public owe n:uch to t hose 
who . started and n:aintained t hrough the yea r s this splendid 
form of educe.tion and pleasure . 1::any new books are added 
each year , the variety is GOOd and g enera l literature , fiction 
and erucati on works are all to be found on the shelves . 

The present slate of officer s ; 

Di rectors: 

Mr s . Arthur Mcintyre 
~rs . A . A . 0ilcox 
~rs . A. E . Orchard 
Mi ss E . Hamilton 

Mrs • VI . H. Turner 
Mrs . Lloyd Atkinson 
l.!r s . E. l!.cCall 
Rev . J" . Eright 
Mr . Veselley Ross 
J ~i s s Eva }:forri son 

Mr.lJ H. norrt'son tNQ S treosurt! l' 

of fhe ltbr4r-f for 'II years. He oper­

a fed a h ardware .s fore £om /If' 

fo 1'139. He d,eJ ,.n 19¥ /. 
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The i ntr oduc tion of the Elgin Count y Li b r Rr y associa tion 
wi t h quarterly exch~nge of books and the Bookmobile service 
to the libr ary d id muc h t o br oa den t he va riety a nd type of 
r e Rding mat e ria l . By paying a s ervi ~e cha r ge (~25 . 00)much 
more readi ng mat eria l was a vai lable to more r eaQers . Later 
ever: .tfli8 c h<=>r_:e i·ie>S withdr9. \•rn , For rr..?.n~r yea.rs the loca l 
e c nool boa r d p'lid a bl~.nket ch<trge which enabled s c hool 
bhild ren to use the libr a y services . 

I n 15-50 tr1 e O':iTie r of the s ma 11 li br a r y buil d i :2£: forced. 
tt.e Li br ?..ry Boe.r d to fi nd n evr r:uarters . As no buildi ng was 
a va ilable , ~~ . L. D. FPlmer , lo cal merch~nt , off ered t he boa rd ~c 
a r ooiT in t he r ea r of tbe store . L~ter t he books were 
move6. to anot her r oom ( fD~merl~r used as a tem 1ore.r y pos t off1 ce) 
in the L. D. Pal r,1er build i ne: , where the present li br ::-,ry is 
housed in 1966 . 

!:is s Elsi e Hamilton ¥T8.f' libr~rhm for t hirty yea rs , 
fran 1933- 1963. As r.o perm~nenet librari~n could b e f ound , 
rvuss Carol Anne H-a i t,e ( student) W!? s llirAd ?..8 tem~orP_ry 
libr aric>.n , the l i b r .:> ry bei q:; o c~en on s~turdg,ys only . 1·.rs 
Artt.ur i· cintyre WB-8 Pres i dent for ove r t hi r ty y e -; rs , unti 1 
her d eath in &ov . 1963. 

On Je.nuary 1 , 1 966 , Shedfi en Li br P. r y joine d with t h e 
Elgi n County Libr ary system, a l ong with all the libr~rie s 
i n t h e count y . The loca l bo2.rd was dissolved a nd a Li br ary 
Com:r.i ttee set u c t o work wi t h the County Boar d . Thi s n ew 
s ys tem hes ~iVen t he SID8 11 li br~ry a b i g lift , RDd e~ee tly 
imvrov~d service . 

~egotiations are now proceeding for Sout hwo ld Townsh i o 
to ourch~ se t~e smB.ll build inG ( where the 11 br B ry 'l'l2.8 hous e d 
g. t one time) f rom the Dep ' t o f Highways o It was :purchased 
fr om th e Bell Tele phone Co . , a. f ter t t ey t ook ovPr t h e Sout hwold 
& Dum.Ji c h Telephone Co . , and introdu ced t he Di8.1 System in 
JR me 1966 . ~~Then t h i s mov e becomes a r enli tyllf we look forw~rd 
to e, continuine; libr c r y service in Shedden Vi J l age . 

1.rs . Hugh Silcox 
:.rs . Re.. l oh Palmer 

... r s . Alex Turne r 
iv:.rs . Arthur CR.r der 
f...ir . ·.1 . G. Blewett 
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I n Febru:::t ry 1).6t. tr_e Shed: en 3r:;.n ch of tl::e El~ i.~ County 
Li br a r y was o ~ened in t he n e wly renov· ted qua rters next to 
the fire - hall ~nd owned oy the Townsh i p of Southw~ld . The i 
i n t erior i s o. ttra cti :,Ze l y d e c or::.. ted ~nd tl~e ne;·J s~ .el ving 3-nC. 
f urni t 1.:.re i nstall ed . The bric_r1t nev; i nterior ".nd new books 
mr ,:e a. ::oEt a.ttrR. c t ive r oot... . 

3TA.FF - r-~s . ~lex ::Urnr:.r - Li~r2.rig n 
:._rs . :-ill. lcolm 1-.C F. rttur - Assiet"l.n t 
~-:rs . Currie Oldhq,n - Ae f 1 s t "'nt 

~eVEl."e. l studen ts a ct as hel~ers : ~ :i snes 1'.,, r y Ellen 1:oore , 
Er end'l. Spicer , Lillian La.mp~an . 

:..I .3RARY n ·.:U:\S ::: Tues . - 3 
Fri . - 7 
s') t . - 3 

-
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The oe~bershi ~ ~nd circul~tion h~s ste ~dily incre~sed 
si!J Ce the neK quart e rs have been set up . 

On Janu~1 ry 1 . 1969 a .·.emori1.1 .rai ~ti ~1b '.If! S hunc in t he L 
Library . A l~ca l ar tist , ~~s . E. S . Down, Shedden , ,a i nted 
t t e sceni c picture . The Libra ry Committee decided to us e t he 
l~oney f r ow a !'1emoria l Tru ::. t Fund in t his way . It is i nscribed 
>'o'ith t he na~es of t hree l ate Shedden Li bra ry Boa rd ::!e mbers , 
for many ye· rs o f service to the ~ibrp ry>wnen it ~~e a 
strugsle t o c arry on fi !1a.nciall y • .Sac l1 served f or over t hirty 
y e·;. rs a:td one for ov e r forty . 

11 · 

The s e mH!:e s :-:tre a s fo l lovrs : :,:r . i! . n: • .1.·1orr i so!1 , tre:?.surer· . 
L .CE . Arthur ._cin t yre , p r esident , i•_iss Elsie :-:arui lton , librs.riar: . 

~ ~i t c ou t 'ter::bers such !l, S t hes e a nd mg_ ny ot her f s.i thful 
int e res t ed peorl e , the v i l l Ree wou ld lo!lg since h~.ve been 
~i thout a L~ brgry . 

\ 



J\IEMORL\L memory oi three Shedden area persons,wbo devoted 
more than 30 years eact.:1b Branch Ol t.be Elgin County Library--is DOW on 
display at the libra~ trom left, librarians Mrs. Alex Thrner of RR 3, Shedden, and Mrs. 

QJrria Oldham ~ Shedden.-(T.-J. Photo) 

Shedden Branch Library 
Memorial Painting Hung 

SHEDDEN.-A memorial to 
three J)ersons has been placed 
in the Shedden Branch of the 
Elgin County Library. 

The memorial is a scenic 
painting in memory of two 
former board members, the 

~
te W. H . ..¥9rr.ison ·and t.be 

ate Miss ~amil 
former librar~ ~ 

Mrs. Arthur McintYre. Eleh 
served the library, for -. 
than 30 years. , 

Mrs. E. S. Down painted the 
scene at the request Gf till 
Shedden Library Committee. 

Membership and circulation 
of the library has steadily in­
creased since it was moved 
into newly decorated quarters, 
almost a year ago. 

Book circulation was more 
than 1,000 in November. The 
library staff is made up of 
Mrs. Malcolm McArthur, Mrs. 
Currie Oldham, .Mrs. Alec .'IIIIi*•• Miss Mary Ellen ..... 

, !library hours are l'llfi4Qs 
• and ~ays 3 to 5 P.Dl41,.... 

Fridays 7 to 9 ....., 
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HISTORY OF THE FAIDES 

I nS . S . No . 9 Shedden As Recor ded Since 1860 

Compil ed by 1\!rs . A. A. Silcox 

3chool Section No . 9, Shed~en , ~est 
(North and South Branch Talbot Road) 

At the intersection of the villag~ near the year 1860 , 
four men took land to start a new settlement. 

"Thomas Or chard and Timot hy Shaw , 
Levi Sutton and Abram t.Vaugh , " 

The orig inal townsite was taken off the ne four farms. 
One of thes e f a rms s till is in pos ses sion of a descendant , 
and one recently ~as sold by a des cendant of Levi Sutton , 
by Krs . E . K. Patterson to Lynn Stafford which is Lot 15 
South of the N. B. Talbot Rd . This lot has been held by 
3utton , Horton , Patters on , Stafford . 

Lo t 14 , present owner Richard Staf ford has been owned 
by Ernest Stafford , William and '.'les l ey Staff ord , Cyrus a nd 
Ralph S tafford and i n 1860 the owner was Calvin Sutton . 

Part of lots 11 - 12 - 13 . Present owner Leonard ~oore, 
This farn: has been owned by ma ny fami li es , one of \'Jhich was 
Louis Russell . It has the name , in the community of the old 
Fowler place , due no doubt to the fact that the owner in 
1857 wa s ~lillian: FovJler and ih 1865 Catherine Fowler . 

Part of lot 13. Char les L . St affordand Son present 
owners , this parcel of land wa s held in 1857 by 'Tilli arn. and . 
Catherine Fowler . It has had various ov•ners , of whom there 
is no clear record . 

Part of lots 12 - 13 .( North) Glenn Ja ckson present 
owner. This par cel of l a nd ' ·as owneC. in 1860 by Al bert 
Gilbert , an~ by William FO\\'ler . In 1872 Thomas Tanner is 
stated at the owner . This farn:. remained in the Tanner 
f arcily till about 1940 . ·' 

Part of lots 12 - 13 (South ) . I n 1872 we find ninety 
s quare acre s in possession of "!a t s on '.'/ride . This has been 
sold to owners east and west except small lots and homes 
owned at present by Jos enh and r\:elvin Wride and Jas . Wride 

Farms Nor th of N. B. Talbot Road . Lots 11 -- part of 
12 . Pr esent owner Charles E . t•oore . This land has been in 
possession of two fan:ilie s William and Charles l.~oore and 
John and Isaac uchul tz , and the present owner is ·a descend ­
ant of both famil i es . The earlies t r ecor ding of owner ship 
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at the present ti rr. e is 1860 'Nm . and Charles Koore . 

Lot 13 . In 1860 it was divided. Jobnand William 
Orchard and Hiram Vail. At pres ent the mvners are Clarence 
Orchard and Adna Orcha r d , who are sons of brot hers , sons 
of John Orchar d . 

Lot 14 . In 1860 we find t he o~ner t o b e John a nd 
Ca leb 3 taf ford . This f arrr_ has rema ined in the Stafford 
family , the present owners being "·alter S t a fford and Son . 

Lot 15 (Wes t part). 
farm has had many owner s . 
othy Shaw. 

Pres ent o~ner Les lie Wood . This 
It was orig inally owned by Tim-

Farms East of Shedden on No . 3 Highway, Forrr.erly Nor th Tal'pot 
Road. 

Lots 16 and 19 . John Orchard farm formerly owned by John 
and 'fi lliam Orchard . 

Lot l? . Douglas Orchard f a r m former 0\\'ners Eliza ':la llace 
and ·vm. McMullen , l a t e r as a Bu rwell. 

Lot 18. Wilfred Sells f~nrn foj~mer owners John H. Sells , 
.rv~ar·c,aret Sells and Abra ham Sells . 

Lot 19. Jami=s :r.: illigan Service . 

Rest of Lot 19. Mr s . Fred Willoughby f a r re , former 
owners Jererriah Annett , James Ball , Philip Green a nd r.~argaret 
Sells 

South of Talbot Road and Eas t of Shedden now No . 3 Hi ghwa y 

Lot 17 . Nelson Ba u tenheimer a nd Harold Koyl owners 
formerly Lawrence Bainard and Thomas Lawrence. 

Lot 18 . Albert Bawt enhe i mer f a rm former owners John 
Crosby a nd Henry Sutton . 3 ._ uth P t . STewart Brown. 

Lot 19. Everend Orcha rd farm f or mer own Ri cha rd Hovvarth. 

3 outh P t . Lot 19. Chas . Ca swell. 

Lot 20 . William Clubb f a r m formerly James ana · Thomas 
Birtch and Jos eph Young . 

South Pt Lot 20 . Gordon Eastla ke f a r n:: former m~:ners 
Jos eph Young a nd J ames Silcox . 

Lot 1? , South Pt. Alice Vica ry f arm forme r owne r her 
6randfather An drew McDi a rrnid . 



Lot 16 . Fred Teetzel farm former owner William Waugh . 
South east corner of Shedden is part of t h is farm. 

Farms North on Union Road 

Lots 7 and 8 . Gordon Plain farm formerly owned by hi s 
father dames Plain, earlier by William Sutton 6nd Dugald 
McArthur . 

Pt . Lot 7. Wm. G. O' Hara , formerly owned by Robert 
Plain, earlier Su tton and McArthur . 

Lot 5 and 6. Mervin Jackson, farm owned by Matthew 
Jackson and Thomas Montgomery . 

Lot 17 . George Morrow farm owned by Elijah Wallace, 
later John McGregor. 

Lot 8 . Morley Stafford fa rm formerly owned by M. B. 
Staff ord, earliest ~lex McKillop , later Christia n Heidt. 

Pt . Lot ? . Arthur Mcintyre farm formerly ownec b ~ Charles 
Heidt. 

Lot s 15 and 18 . William K. Sells f~rm formerly owned 
by his fat her Wil l iam H. Sell s, earlier Timothy Shaw . 
Northwest corner of Shed den is put off this farm . 

Lot 16. Wil l iam White farm formerly owned by Thomas 
Orchard. 

ort did the harve~J to the;r . s ickle yt'elcl 
Their fu rrow off fhe sfubbarn glebe hq~ broke: 
Hovv JocunJ J,. j they· Jr,·'</e fheir kam af:e/J! 
HO w bow'J fhe M Jocft, beneQfh· fl,e;,. sf~.~,Jt stole! 

Sr(l..y ~ 
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SHEDDEN CEMETERY 

Compiled by Mrs . C. E . Moore and Mrs . A. Mcintyre 

On the top of the hill , west of the villag e, there is 
a beautiful spot that marks the graves of many of those who 
laid the foundation of this community. 

"They rest from their labours, and their works do follow 
them.'' 

We have no record of the early days of the cemetery but 
the l and was taken from the farm . now occu~ied by Richard 
Stafford . This spot has always had a nea t appearance and the 
beauty has been added to in the last few years. 

A public ~eeting of the plot owners was held on May 28 th, 
1942 with new trus tees appointed . These were W. Blake Horton , 
A. A. Silcox, W, E . Sells , C. R. Hami l ton , Mrs . C. E . fSoore 
and Mrs. E. K. Patterson . Later Blake Hor ton was appointed 
president and Krs . C. E. Moore, Secretary- Treasurer . 

The perpetuity plan was a dopted , new ?lots under this 
pla~ to be $50 . 00 , present plot owners to ) 40 . 00 or an annuity 
of $ 2.00 . 

Five years l a ter at the end of 194?, the Shedden cemetery 
was a place of beauty , the gras s v.,ra s 'Nell mowed , the trees 
and shrubs pruned, and a gravel drive way laid on the west 
side of the cemetery . 

Twenty- seven hundred dollars is invested in Dominion of 
Canada bonds . One thousa nd dollars wa s the gift of Mrs . 
Mabel Bailey , Mr s. :uargar et Orchard , and John A. Orchard . 

Much credit is due to the energetic president, Blake 
Horton, who has g iven much of his time in levelling, mowing 
and pruning free. 

Among the early settlers and t~eir families laid to rest 
were John Andrews , Duncan Atkinson , 'Thomas Armstrong , D. 
Blasdale , Jude Burwell, Lawrence Bainard , Thomas Brown, V. 
Case, Robert Currie , Robert Francis , John Francis , Jeremiah 
Hamilton , Samuel Ham , C. Heidt , Fr ank Howard, William Johnston, 
John ~:.urphy, W. E . Moore, Thomas Orchard , William Orchard , 
Robert Plain, James Pl ain, Ralph Stafford, L. Shaw, John 
Schultz , A. Spencer , John Sells, Caleb Stafford , Richard 
S tafford , Abraham Sells, William J . Sells, W. H. Sells, Louis 
Stafford , Ezra Shaw , John Wride, Jeston ·V!arner , W. l,"iallis, 
W. H. Morrison, M. B. S tafford . 
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"For them no more , the bla zing hearth shall burn , 

And busy housewife ply her evening care , 

No children run to lisp their sires ' r etur n 

Or climb his knee , the envied kiss to share . " 

Grey 

17 
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